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DELAWARE 

CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS 


PREAMBLE 


We, the members of the Delaware Tribe, also known as the 
LENNI LENAPE, in order to establish a more perfect form of 
government, preserve our heritage and powers of self-government, 
provide for the good and welfare of our people and to secure our rights 
and privileges as members, do hereby establish this Constitution and 
Bylaws for the Delaware Tribe. 
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DELAWARE CONSTITUTION 


ARTICLE I - Supreme Authority 

The supreme governing authority shall rest with all Delaware Tribe 
members, eighteen (18) years of age or older who are registered to vote. 
Adult voting membership shall mean the “entire” voting membership of the 
Delaware Tribe of Indians in accordance with Article VI. Section 6. 

All powers not granted to the Tribal Council by this Constitution and 
Bylaws are reserved for the members of the Delaware Tribe. 


ARTICLE II- Membership 

Section 1 . The membership of the Delaware Tribe shall consist of 
all those persons whose names are included on the Delaware Indian per 
capita roll approved by the Secretary of Interior on April 20, 1906, and their 
descendants. 

The Delaware Tribal Council shall have the power to enact 
ordinances, to establish rules and regulations governing membership, 
adoption, procedures for enrollment, and preparation and approval of an 
official membership roll. Provided: Nothing contained herein shall be 
construed to invalidate the presently existing membership roll or the 
membership of those persons enrolled prior to the effective date of this 
Constitution and Bylaws. 


ARTICLE III - Rights of Members 

Section 1 . The rights of the members of the Delaware Tribe to hold 
religious beliefs, speak and write freely, and the right of the members to 
assemble and petition their government, shall not be disturbed. 

Section 2. The Tribal Council shall not deprive any person of their 
liberty or property without due process of law, nor deny any member the 
equal protection of the laws. 
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ARTICLE IV - Governing Body 


Section 1 . There is created by this Constitution a governing body 
which shall be known as the Delaware Tribai Council. 

The Tribal Council shall consist of seven (7) members; a Chief, 
Assistant Chief, Secretary, Treasurer, and three (3) members, all of whom 
must be eligible voters within the Delaware Tribe. 


ARTICLE V - Powers of the Tribal Council 


The Delaware Tribal Council shail have the following powers: 

A. To represent the Delaware Tribe and act in all matters that 
concern the general welfare of the tribe, and to make decisions 
not inconsistent with or contrary to this Constitution and Bylaws 
or the Constitution and laws of the United States of America. 

B. To negotiate and make contracts with Federal, State, and Local 
Government and individuals, firms or companies. 

C. To advise and consult with the Secretary of Interior or his 
representative on all matters and activities that may affect the 
Delaware Tribe and to make appropriation requests to the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs on any project / program beneficial to 
the Delaware Tribe. 

D. To employ legal counsel, the choice of counsel and fixing fees 
to be subject to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, or 
his authorized representative if required by Federal law. 

E. To cultivate, promote and encourage the culture and crafts of 
the LENNI LENAPE. 

F. To administer charity. 

G. To negotiate permits and leases, subject to approval of the 
Secretary of the Interior, if required by Federal Law, for 
business, homesite and other purposes, and generally to 
provide for the proper use and development of all Tribal lands, 
natural resources, and other Tribal property. 
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H. To appropriate Tribal funds for Tribal purposes. 

I. To mortgage or otherwise encumber Tribal land and to borrow 
money from any source and pledge or assign chattels of future 
tribal income as security therefore with the approval of the 
Secretary of the Interior or his authorized representative if 
required by Federal Law. 

J. To enact ordinances to regulate the use of all tribal lands 
through zoning, taxation, or otherwise. 

K. To manage and control community / tribal property, enterprises, 
and other economic projects and programs of the Delaware 
Tribe, including, but not limited to, the establishment of housing 
and rental authorities, education programs and elderly 
programs, and appointment of planning, programming, and 
development committees. 

L. To authorize, charter, establish and regulate associations and 
corporations formed for the benefit of the Delaware T ribe of 
doing business upon Delaware lands. 

M. To establish rules to regulate its own proceedings, to appoint 
subordinate committees, commissions, boards, tribal officials, 
and employees not otherwise provided for in this Constitution 
and Bylaws and to prescribe their duties, salaries, and tenure. 


ARTICLE VI - Elections 

Section 1 . Elections shall be held every second year the first 
Saturday of November. The Chief so elected and the three (3) Council 
members who receive the highest number of votes cast shall hold office for 
four (4) years; the three (3) remaining Council members shall hold office for 
two (2) years. Thereafter, each newly elected Council member shall serve 
four (4) years. 

Section 2. Members elected to the Tribal Council shall take office at 
a meeting which shall take place the 1 st Saturday after an election, at which 
time, they shall take an oath administered by the Chief. In the absence of the 
Chief, the Assistant Chief, or Chairman Pro Tern elected by a majority vote of 
the Tribal Council. 
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Section 3. The Tribal Council, after being installed in office, shall 
elect by majority vote from among its members, an Assistant Chief, Secretary 
and Treasurer. 

Section 4. Candidates seeking election to the position of Chief, 
Tribal Council, or Tribal Court, shall file with the Tribal Office in accordance to 
Title 4 of the Delaware Tribal Statutes. 

Section 5. Elections shall be by secret ballot and conducted 
according to Title 4 of the Delaware Tribal Statues. Absentee balloting shall 
be allowed. 

Section 6. All Delaware Tribe members, eighteen (18) years of age 
or older, who are registered to vote, can vote in all elections and sign 
petitions. 

Section 7. Public notice of the date of election and designation of 
polling places shall be given at least thirty (30) days and not more than forty- 
five (45) days prior to the date of elections. 

Section 8. If the Tribal Council shall fail to give proper notice of the 
election, or in case a regular election has not been held, the Tribal Court, 
upon receipt of a petition signed by at least one hundred (100) registered 
voters shall call such election and shall give thirty (30) days notice, setting 
the time and place of the election. 


ARTICLE VII - Vacancy 

Any vacancy which may occur on the Tribal Council, because of death 
or resignation, shall be filled by majority vote of the remaining members. 
Vacancies occurring because of removal or recall shall be filled by a special 
election to be held within forty-five (45) days. Provided that if a vacancy 
created because of recall or removal occurs within one hundred eighty (180) 
days of the next regular tribal election, no special election shall be held, but 
the matter shall be held over and delayed until such next regular election. 
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ARTICLE VIII - Initiative Petitions 


The members of the Delaware Tribe reserve unto themselves the 
power to initiate and pass resolutions and ordinances, and to change or 
modify resolutions and ordinances enacted by the Tribal Council, according 
to rules and procedures set forth in the Bylaws. 


ARTICLE IX - Amendments 


Section 1 . This Constitution and Bylaws may be amended by 2/3 
majority of votes cast by eligible voting membership. 

Section 2. It shall be the duty of the Chief to call for an election for 
the purpose of amending the Constitution and Bylaws when: 

(a) petition signed by at least one hundred (100) registered 
voters, setting forth the full text of the proposed 
amendments, has been filed with the Tribal Council 
Secretary, or 

(b) The Tribal Council, passes a resolution by a 2/3 
majority vote, calling for an amendment to the 
Constitution. 


ARTICLE X - Recall / Removal from Office 


Section 1 . If any elected member of the Delaware T ribal 

government is convicted of a felony or crime which involves dishonesty, his 
office shall be considered forfeited upon 2/3 vote of the Tribal Council by 
resolution, or by 2/3 of votes cast by eligible voting membership. 

Section 2. Any member of the Delaware Tribal Council not in 
attendance of two consecutive, unexcused absences, at the regularly 
scheduled Council meetings, shall forfeit his office. 
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ARTICLE XI - Annual Membership Meeting 


Section 1. A General Council meeting of the adult membership shall 
be held on a Saturday, during the month of November, at which time the 
Chief or his designated spokesman shall make a "State of the Tribe” 
address. Notice of this annual membership meeting shall be given by the 
Chief not iess than thirty (301 nor more than forty-five (45) days preceding 
the meeting. The General Council meeting shall be presided by the Chief 
and Tribal Council in accordance to Roberts Rules of Order. Resolutions or 
motions that rescind or effect previously adopted resolutions or ordinances 
passed by the Tribal Council must be approved by 2/3 of votes cast by 
eligible voting membership. Resolutions passed at the annual General 
Council meeting must be approved by 2/3 of votes cast by eligible voting 
membership. Resolutions or motions presented at the General Council 
meeting must be approved by 2/3 vote of the Tribal Council or 2/3 of votes 
cast by eligible voting membership in an election. 

Section 2. Committee Reports and other reports regarding the 
operation of Delaware Tribe programs and projects shall be presented as 
well as other business properly brought before the membership. 

Section 3 A quorum of not less than 100 eligible voting members 
must be present to conduct and/or vote on any business 


ARTICLE XH - Judicial 


There is hereby created a Delaware Tribal Court composed of five (5) 
members, all of whom shall be members of the Delaware T ribe of Indians 
and elected by the membership of the Delaware Tribe. The purpose of the 
court shall be to hear and resolve any disagreements arising under any 
provisions of this Constitution or any civil or criminal acts against the Tribe, 
members, or persons under the jurisdiction of the Delaware Tribe. The 
Council shall provide for a procedure which shall insure that any litigant 
receives due process of law together with prompt and speedy relief. These 
Tribal Judges may not hold any other positions within the Delaware Tribal 
Government or any committees appointed by the Chief or Tribal Council. 

The terms of Chief Justice and the Associate Judge, now holding the 
position from the 1982 election, will expire in 1986 and thereafter the Chief 
Justice will be elected for an eight (8) year term and the Associate Judges 
will serve four (4) year terms with elections every two (2) years in 
accordance with Article VI of the Delaware Tribal Constitution. 
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